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declined to 5-4 millions. But the island of Great Britain had risen
from 14 to 26 millions, of which 22-7 were in England and Wales;
a remarkable performance, seeing that in the same period it had
colonized Australia and New Zealand and sent a very large out-
flow to North America.
Ten years later the same tendencies had gone still farther and
the order then became:
United States (1880)      .        .        .        .50*1 millions
Germany (1880)    ....
37*6
35'2
28-4
France (1881)
United Kingdom (1881)
Italy (1881) .
The bearing of these figures on the risk of a French revanche
against Germany is obvious. Yet Bismarck did not feel safe till
he had formed the Triple Alliance of Germany, Austria-Hun-
gary, and Italy, which at its inception in 1882 had a combined
census population of 111*4 millions. The next largest fighting
and diplomatic unit in Europe was Tsarist Russia with a popula-
tion on this continent (very difficult to mobilize) of 87 millions.
Within the United Kingdom Ireland had fallen to 5*1 millions;
Great Britain was 29*7 millions (less than i •£ millions over Italy);
and 26 millions were in England and Wales, showing a density
of 446 per square mile, the highest in the world except Belgium.
When Gladstone first proposed home rule in 1886, the Irish
population was smaller than when Pitt passed the Act of Union.
Great Britain, on the other hand, had come near to trebling hers;
so that the risks to be apprehended from a decontrolled Ireland
were immensely less than they had been during the French wars.
But English opinion was slow to grasp this.
Population in England and Wales during the decade 1871-81
still grew rapidly. The increase over the ten years reached 16-9
per cent.; it was 19-63 pet cent, in the towns and 7*42 per cent,
even in the country. The mean birth-rate1 for the decade was
35-4 per thousand and for the quinquennium 1881-5 it was 33-3.
By comparison the French birth-rate during the latter period
1 The recorded birth-rate had been rising gradually since the forties, and the
highest point, 36-3, was reached in 1876. But the rise, -which was in all slight, is
believed to be explained by gradually improved registration. Birth registration
was first enforced under penalty in 1873, There is no evidence that the birth-rate
ever changed appreciably before 1877, What had quickened the growth of popula-
tion was the fall in the death-rate. (Cp. Harold Wright, Population (1923), pp-
101-6.)

